[Adaptive response of blood lymphocytes of the inhabitants of the South Ural chronically exposed to radiation].
The inhabitants of Techa river villages exposed to injured radiation action and inhabitants of uncontaminated regions were examined by micronuclei (MN) assay. The initial damage of blood lymphocytes, the role of radiation in the induction of sensitivity to the acute irradiation and the ability to form the adaptive response were evaluated. It was shown that the initial level of damaged lymphocytes in the inhabitants of the contaminated area did not differ significantly from the spontaneous level. But in these people the sensitivity to acute irradiation was decreased. The ability to develop the adaptive response was decreased too. It was suggested that the radiation plays the main role in the development of radiosensitivity and adaptive response in chronically irradiated people.